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THE LONGEST JOURNEY

“Going somewhere nice for your summer holidays?” We're probably all asked that at some point as summer
approaches. Philip and | are looking forward to some time in the Black Forest, somewhere | haven't been
before. I'm told it rains a lot but I'm sure that a place that has a cake named after it has to be good! | know we
won't be alone as we set off in the midst of the holiday season. There will be millions of others heading off for a
break (or stuck at the airports trying to!)

Travellers have been in clover over the last few decades as cheap air fares have opened up the globe in ways
that previous generations might never have dreamt of. Many people have discovered the delights of seeing
new places and cultures: travel can broaden the mind and enrich the spirit. Now, however, it seems that time
may be coming to and end as rising oil prices and the awareness of environmental impact of travel begin to hit
home (we are going to Germany by train by the way!) It may be no bad thing that we reconsider our obsession
with “getting away from it all”, though, and | wonder whether we might discover that there are, in fact, benefits
to be found from staying at home which we risk losing if we rush about too much.

In 5™ century Rome someone else had the same idea. The man who was one day to become St Benedict had
originally trained as a Roman lawyer. But the Roman Empire was coming to an end, and many people,
frightened and disillusioned, had withdrawn into the countryside around Rome. Some, like Benedict, were
seeking not just physical safety but also spiritual wisdom. Often they wandered from teacher to teacher
desperately looking for that elusive “magic wand” that would give them what they felt was missing in their lives.
They soon realised that Benedict, who really just wanted to devote himself to God in prayer, had some of the
wisdom they were looking for and they besieged him, insisting that he lead them. For a long time he resisted,
even living in an inaccessible cave for a while, but eventually he gave in and founded a community, writing a
“rule of life” that is still followed by modern Benedictine monks and nuns.

When they join the monastery they still have to take the three vows Benedict insisted on; vows of poverty,
chastity and stability. It is the last of these that | think may be overdue for re-discovery. It grew from Benedict's
experiences with those bands of wandering disciples, people who were always wanting to move on when they
got fed up. The vow of stability means that Benedictine monks and nuns have to promise to stay put for life
where they are, with the brothers or sisters who happen to be with them, doing whatever work there is to do
there, whether that is caring for the sick or growing the vegetables. It's a huge challenge, but it is designed to
help them discover a great truth, that the peace, joy and hope they seek will be found not around the next
corner or over the fence where the grass looks greener, but right where they are. If they can't find it there by
learning to “bloom where they are planted”, they won't find it anywhere. As St Paul put it, they need to learn “to
be content whatever the circumstances.”(Philippians 4.11)

We may not be monks or nuns, but it's a truth that applies to us too. Travel might be fun, but it won’t solve our
deeper problems. No matter how far we travel we have to take ourselves with us with all our flaws and failings.
While travel can be a great gift, it can also be a way of trying to escape what we really need to see, both the
challenges and the beauty of the place where we are, and the people among whom we live. Whether you are
going far afield or not this summer | pray that you will find God's blessing where it really matters, at home with
you in the depths of your own soul, rooted and growing in the soil of your own backyard.

Anne Le Bas
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Diary for July/August 2008
Parish News

2 Wednesday

11 am Holy Communion

3 Thursday PCC meeting

5 Saturday

Quiet Afternoon in the

2-4pm vicarage garden

6 Sunday Trinity 7

Holy Communion and

10am Sunday School
6.30 pm Evensong with Sermon
9 Wednesday
1lam Holy Communion
12 Saturday
9.15 Sponsored walk Bewl Water
13 Sunday Trinity 8
10 am Holy Communion and
Sunday School
6.30 pm Choral Evensong
16 Wednesday
1lam Holy Communion
20 Sunday Trinity 9
10am All Age Worship
11.15 am Matins
Breathing Space Holy
6.30pm Communion
23 Wednesday
1lam Holy Communion
27 Sunday Trinity 10
10am All Age Communion
11.15 am Faith and Fun
6.30 pm Evensong
30 Wednesday
11 am Holy Communion
AUGUST
3 Sunday Trinity 11
10 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evensong with sermon
6 Wednesday
11 am Holy Communion

9 Saturday

Quiet Afternoon in the

2-4pm .
vicarage garden
10 Sunday Trinity 12
10 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evensong without Sermon
13 Wednesday
1lam Holy Communion
17 Sunday Trinity 13
10am All Age Worship
11.15 am Matins
Breathing Space Hol
6.30pm Commur?ionp /
20 Wednesday
1lam Holy Communion
24 Sunday Trinity 10
All Age Communion and
10am Baptism: Harry Corstorphine
11.15 am Faith and Fun
2.30 Baptism: Eoifa Byrne
6.30 pm Evensong
27 Wednesday
1lam Holy Communion
30 Saturday
3pm Baptism: Harry Ritchie
31 Sunday
10 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evensong without sermon
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SEAL SCHOOL NEWS

Congratulations to Seal school who came second
in the small schools category of the recent
Sevenoaks schools sports day. A great
achievement!

QUIET AFTERNOONS IN THE VICARAGE
GARDEN

There are two quiet afternoons coming up in the
Vicarage garden Sats July 5" and Aug 9" from 2-
4 pm. Sign the list in church or let me know if
you'd like to come.

Anne Le Bas

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOURS — SEAL VILLAGE
FETE PLANNING

The next meeting of this group, which anyone is
welcome to come along to is on Thursday 17"
July at 7.30pm. Plans are well underway now for a
village fete on Saturday Sept. 13 ™.

We are still looking for people to run stalls and
activities for this — you can raise funds for your
own organisation by doing this — so contact
Marion Gilchrist (01732 763727) if you think you'd
like to help.

From the Parish Registers

We welcome into the church in baptism:
Jack Brunning

Jordan Warrener

Emily Bolton

Annie Watson

Those We Support

Seal Church Events Committee are
organising a sponsored walk around Bewl Water (
approx 13 miles) on Saturday 12 July . We will
meet at the church gate at 9.15 am or in the car
park at Bewl ready for a 10am start. The intention
is to stop halfway at a Pub for lunch and hopefully
some non-walkers will join us for a welcome
cuppa and picnic at the end of the walk, back in
the car park!

If you would like to join in the fun, please put your
name on the list in church stating if you would
a) Like to walk
b) Come for the picnic at the end
c) Let us know if you need a lift in
someone’s car and we will try to arrange
it.
If you are walking please take a sponsorship form
and get all your friends to sponsor you!!



BISHOP BRIAN VISITS ZIMBABWE

The Bishop of Tonbridge, accompanied by the Revd.
Chris Dobson (Bishop's Adviser for Links), visited the
diocese of Harare in Zimbabwe from 10th -17th June
at the invitation of the Bishop of Harare. Bishop Brian
has issued the following statement and asks us all to
pray for Zimbabwe, its churches, and all its people:

In the middle of the crisis gripping Zimbabwe,
Anglicans in the diocese of Harare are facing a
particularly harrowing time. The previous Bishop of
Harare, Norbert Kunonga, who tried to withdraw the
diocese from the Province of Central Africa and who
has used his position to promote and support
President Mugabe and his ZANU-PF party, has,
despite the ruling of the courts, used party machinery
to keep Anglicans out of their churches on Sundays.
When worshippers have found alternative venues,
there have been many instances when police have
ordered them to move on and have even arrested
them. | presided and preached to the cathedral
congregation on Sunday which met, not in the
Cathedral, but in a park by the swimming pool: | was
warned beforehand that there may be police
intervention there. Many kindly people who have
offered alternative worship locations have received
threats and intimidation forcing them to ask Anglicans
to worship elsewhere. Diocesan assets are held by
Norbert Kunonga which means that the diocesan
administration has lost its offices, the newly appointed
Bishop of Harare (Sebastian Bakare) has no office
accommodation, no house and no vehicle to transport
him around his large diocese: his support and
encouragement to congregations is desperately
needed. He is managing as Bishop because of the
generosity of people who have loaned him a flat and a
car, both of which he needs to return early in July.
Despite these hardships and the widespread
intimidation being faced by many Zimbabweans,
Anglicans are in remarkably good heart. Every place
we visited, we were received with joy and we were
always told how much our visit was appreciated
because it demonstrated to the people that they were
not alone in their pain. Despite the struggles with
which they were contending, there was a deep joy and
great thankfulness in the worship and a strong belief
that God would never desert them. Bishop Sebastian
and the Anglicans in Harare are courageous Christians
facing persecution on a number of fronts. For me, it
was a great privilege to be with them. God bless
Zimbabwe.

Brian Tonbridge 23rd June 2008

Friends of Kent Churches
Sponsored Bike Ride

Saturday 13th September
I hope lots of people will dig out their walking books or
use pedal power and take part in this event. We will
also be looking for anyone who is able to man the
church for an hour during the event.
Please make a note in your diray.
Nicky Harvey (01732 457118
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Sponsored March for the Children of
Zimbabwe
Saturday 19 July

Marchers will converge on
Rochester Cathedral from all corners of
the Diocese for a service of solidarity
and prayer at 4.30pm.

Enjoy a beautiful walk through some of
the loveliest countryside in Kent and
raise money to help some of the
neediest children in the world
Details and registration at
www.justchildren.org.uk

The Plaxtol Scholars
Will sing
Songs for a Summer's Evening

Friday 4th July
7pm

St Luke's Church, Eardley Road
Refreshments from 6.30

Tickets £8 and £6 concessions
Available from 01732 450306

All welcome — make sure your parish is represented!
No charge (but a plate for offerings)
Bring a packed lunch,tea and coffee available

Promoted by Affirming Catholicism, Rochester

For further information contact
Canon Derek Carpenter 01732 874420




Faith and Thought

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH —

Thanks to Val and John Martin for the Thought for the
month

At my praying hour

God, listen to my prayer,
Bend down to me thine ear,
My askings and my prayer
Rise upwards to thee clear.
Come, thou King of glory,
My down-protection be,
King of life and mercy,

The Lamb protecting me,
Thou MacMary Virgin,

O listen to my prayer,

Son of lovely Virgin,

Pure, beautiful and fair,
Protect me with thy power,
Be at my praying hour.

Ancient Celtic Prayer

Parish Organisations

Seal Mother's Club

For our gathering we visited the gardens of Great
Comp at Platt. The weather was kind and there was
plenty of colour to enjoy. There were many familiar
plants and shrubs and some unusual not so well
known. We rounded off our visit with tea in the old
Dairy with a variety of cakes to enjoy.

In July we propose looking around the lovely village of
Penshurst and visit "Quaintways" for tea.

Anyone wishing to join us please contact either Pat
Walkling or myself.

Eileen Burgin

Coming Events

4 Oct Harvest Supper
13 Nov  CTSD Annual Open Meeting

One for the children ....

Dates for the Next Issue

The September Magazine will be published on Friday 27" August
2008. All copy for that issue should be left in the basket at the back
of the church or email me at a_c_chapman@hotmail.com by 24"
Augusrt 2008.
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